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THE   TIMES   HISTOEY   OF   THE   WAR.
A   MOTOR-CYCLE  AMBULANCE
day by day in Boulogne. Moreover, The Times Fund for the Sick and Wounded was in existence and large sums of money were, therefore, immediately available. The money was called for and spent, and immense quantities of stores were sent across to Boulogne to equip the new hospitals being opened out.
The situation in Boulogne was, indeed, a difficult one. The new ambulance trains which were now available, and which cannot be praised too highly, rolled into the station all day and all night. Severely wounded men were disembarked in hundreds, and the hundreds soon mounted to thousands. Where were these cases to be housed ? How were they to be dealt with ? Many of them were in dire need of help; operations were called for immediately; tetanus and gas gangrene were still being met with. The hospital ships could scarcely overtake the work thrown upon them and it was rightly felt that the policy of sending all cases on board ship without previous treatment was a bad one.
Tho Boyal Army Medical Corps rose splendidly to the occasion and was well supported by the Red Cross Society and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. One after another hospitals were opened and equipped. The great casino at Boulogne became a hospital; so also did many of the hotels; a clearing hospital was opened on the Gare Maritime beside the hospital ships. At first the stretchers wore laid upon the floors; soon, however, beds became available. The staff worked day and night, denying themselves respite of any sort. Within an incredibly short space of time operating theatres had been improvised, stocked and opened. X-ray rooms sprang into being
so soon as the apparatus was landed from England; distinguished surgeons, bacteriologists and radiographers, to say nothing of dentists and specialists, were welcomed into the service and hurried to the scono of action. Laboratories were opened and the study of wounds and the means for dealing with thorn began forthwith. In ten days the crisis had been met and was passed.
A picture of the old town during those days is worth reproducing: " The streets woro full of anxious faces. Along the streets, across the swing bridge over the harbour and down tho quays moved a perpetual line of ambulance cars, those coming from the station going very slowly because of the sorely woundod men they carried, those returning passing at full ftpood. At night the procession of sorrow had not stopped. The headlights of tho cars movod backwards and forwards in the < autumn, darkness, recalling the lights seen on the field of battle after a heavy engagement. Hospitalw seemed to spring up by magic ; the tfown became a hospital, city within a few days, and thin character was extended to the adjacent villager, so that Wimereux to the north and Etaplcs, Le Touquet, and Abbeville to the south shared in the good work. The ambulances from the Australian hospital at Wimereux became a familiar sight in the streets. Finally an Indian hospital was opened in tho old religious houHo on the hill above the town, the same which had been used for this purpose by tho BriiiHh on their first landing in August.'*
It is a safe estimate that 25,000 woundod men were dealt with in fifteen days. Tluwo fifteen days saw Boulogne develop into tho greatest hospital base in our history, and the most perfect. It is worthy of note that tho officers of the Indian Medical Service cooperated with those of the B.A.M.C. in Boulogne) and gave now proof of thoir splendid organisation and abilities. Their work was done in the Indian hospitals.
In order to understand the perfection now reached, it is necessary to view the French port as the centre of an immense system comparable in its complexity to a spider's web. Boulogne stood between England and the front; to Boulogne came the hospital trains from Haze-broucke and Poperinghe and the hospital ships from the British ports. In Boulogne wore tho means- of handling the severe cases which could not with safety be embarked at once. Boulogne was also a sorting-house in which cases wero